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Good morning.  I am Sylvia Abbott, here on behalf of The Garden Club of 
Litchfield.  We very much appreciate the interest that the Council on 
Environmental Quality has shown in finding out about the problems, 
concerns and priorities of the residents of this part of the state. 
 
As past chair of The Garden Club’s Committee on Conservation, I can attest 
to the fact that preserving the fast-dwindling open spaces in North West 
Connecticut is one of the highest priorities of our community. Our economy 
depends on tourism — and tourists come to see the scenic vistas and open 
spaces, not burgeoning housing developments and shopping malls. 
Development pressure becomes more intense every year in this area, and we 
fully understand that it is up to us, NOW, to preserve these valuable lands so 
that future generations can enjoy this wonderful heritage. Once our land has 
been developed, it can never again be returned to open space. 
 
It takes resources, plenty of resources, to finance the acquisition of property 
and development rights.  Many Garden Club members worked hard to see bill 
410 enacted earlier this year, and we fully supported the increased bonding 
authority levels that were enacted. We hope the CEQ will advocate forcefully 
for continuing increases in state funds to match the efforts made by local land 
trusts, private donors and others.  We can’t do it alone, and time is running 
out. 
 
The Garden Club is one of the very few organizations that stand up for 
plants. In this regard, we are particularly concerned that invasive species are 
rampant in our state and threaten to crowd out native species.  We hope that 
enforcement will be vigorous against the sale of invasive plants. Where 
appropriate, we support campaigns to eradicate invasive species that have 
already taken hold. 
 
Finally, The Garden Club has worked long and hard to educate our own 
members and our larger community about alternatives to liberal application 
of pesticides and commercial fertilizers.  Anything the CEQ can do to help us 
in this effort would be greatly appreciated. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to appear today in strong support of the proposed regulations 
dealing with the Asian longhorned beetle.  
 
This beetle, which made its way to the U.S. in shipping pallets from China, has the potential to 
devastate our forests and parks, blight our neighborhoods and threaten the livelihoods of many. It 
attacks and slowly destroys the hardwood trees distinctive to our region—maples, poplars and 
sycamores, birch, elm, horse chestnuts and others.   
 
The city of Worcester, Massachusetts, which lies only 18 miles north of Connecticut, already has 
been infested with the Asian longhorned beetle and is under quarantine to eradicate it. To our 
south, New York City and adjacent New Jersey areas have also been quarantined. Our state of 
Connecticut lies in between. It is imperative that we begin quickly and aggressively to guard 
against these destructive insects and to eradicate any that might already be here. 
 
The costs of inaction are tremendous. The hardwood trees attacked by the Asian longhorned 
beetle are important to our economy, our values, our drinking water and our effort to reduce 
carbon in our atmosphere. The beetles threaten the maple industry, timber, the nursery trade and 
the tourism industry that depends on our scenic landscape and autumn foliage. Outdoor 
recreation—hiking and camping, fishing, biking and hunting also depend on the health of our 
forested lands. Tree-lined streets and leafy canopies add to our housing values and neighborhood 
ambience. Our drinking water supplies come from forested lands that help filter and clean the 
water. Our forests absorb vast amounts of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere—how ironic it 
would be for the state that led the way in adopting RGGI to sacrifice its forests to a beetle. 
 
We believe that the regulations should be as strongly worded as possible so that aggressive action 
can be taken against this beetle. We would oppose any weakening in the proposed regulations. 
We encourage you to strengthen the proposed sections (b) and (c) by replacing the word "may" 
with the word "shall."    
 
Regulations, however, are not the entire answer. Our state spends less than one percent of its 
entire budget on environmental programs, and only a small portion goes to enforcement of the 
regulations already on the books. Expanding regulations to include new responsibilities to prevent 
and eradicate the Asian longhorned beetle will be an empty gesture unless resources are found to 
provide the staff required to implement those regulations. Therefore, we encourage both the 
Department of Environmental Protection and our state legislature to provide these needed 
resources. 
 
We are active members of the Litchfield Garden Club and know the value of citizen education 
and volunteer efforts to deal with invasive species and protect environmental assets in our 
community. Indeed, our club's Treescape Project  has planted more than 200 trees along our 
towns streets and parks over the past decade and a half.  
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We encourage DEP to reach out to garden clubs, land trusts, and other conservation-oriented 
groups dedicated to preserving forests and trees in our communities to become educated about the 
Asian longhorned beetle, how to identify it, and who to notify if we see evidence of a possible 
infestation.  Citizens in our communities need to understand how important it is to use only local 
firewood. We need to be sure that trees we purchase from nurseries are free from beetles. 
 
Keeping this beetle out of Connecticut is too big a job for just the DEP or the Connecticut 
Agricultural Experiment Station.  We all need to be involved. We hope the agencies charged with 
fighting this beetle will mobilize citizen volunteers to help. As residents of Litchfield, CT we are 
ready to help.  
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