
April 2022

Message From The President

Happy Spring to All!

These are busy and happy times for our club.

We will usher in the season with a Cocktail Party/LGC Centennial Fund Appeal
at my home on Saturday, April 23 at 5 pm. Hopefully the daffodils will oblige! 

Very Exciting News: An anonymous donor friend of LGC has come
forward with the significant offer of a matching grant up to
$10,000.00 for donations made to our LGC Centennial Fund from
April 1, 2022, to December 31, 2022. This means that all donations to the
Fund up to $10,000.00, made from April 1 to the end of the year, will be
matched dollar for dollar. There are two easy ways to contribute:

https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/


Mail a check made out to Litchfield Garden Club with a notation
indicating “LGC Centennial Fund,” and send to Rosamond Quay, Box
686, Litchfield CT 06759. 
To donate online, please visit our website Centennial Fund page and use
the PayPal button by clicking here.

I am especially pleased to announce early leadership pledges to the Fund of
$4,000.00 "and growing." In addition, I am reaching out to LGC past
Presidents asking them to join our leadership group. 

A note about the Centennial Fund: it was established at the Northwest
Connecticut Community Foundation in 2013 on the occasion of the club’s
100th birthday. Its purpose is to further our charitable mission by funding
worthy projects in the Litchfield community not covered in the budget. Our
original investment of $39,024.00 has grown to $71,677.00. With the help of
the matching grant, our goal is to reach $100,000.00. Let’s work together to
meet this important milestone!  We will hold an informational meeting on the
Fund soon, with details in a separate mailing.

Other important developments:
The Nominating Committee, chaired by Doreen Tango Hampton, has
produced a terrific team for 2022-24. Kristen Mahan-Kraut will be
serving as Vice President (the unexpired one-year term vacated by Emily
Dalton); Peggy Terhune will be our new Recording Secretary; Sharon
Doty will replace Sara Gault as Treasurer; and Rosamond Quay will
continue as Assistant Treasurer, including Flower Show 2023. 
The Strategic Plan 2022-2025 is the result of many months of work by
Emily Dalton and her Committee. Based on member surveys and input, it
summarizes important themes for our club moving forward. The EC has
approved the plan, and the membership will have an opportunity to
discuss and vote on it at the May 19 business meeting. See Emily's
message below.
Mark your calendars for a Family & Friends Fundraiser Party at Montfort
House on Saturday August 27 at 5 pm. This event will celebrate the
200th birthday of Frederick Law Olmsted, who designed the original
Liggett gardens at the estate. 

Susan Magary

Meeting Notice
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Membership Meeting
April 23rd

5:00-7:00pm
At the Home of Susan and Sky Magary

39 Fern Avenue

Litchfield Garden Club Fundraiser
Donations to the LGC Centennial Fund Encouraged

Cocktails, Hors D’oeuvres & Door Prizes

Meeting Sweeps: Floral Design

This Event is Open to Club Members, Families, and House Guests

Please Note: We request that you park on Fern Avenue closest to the
house. For anyone needing extra assistance, come up the driveway and
park near the house. Masks are optional for this event and weather
permitting there will be outdoor seating.

Nan Skeie is looking for hosts so please contact her to volunteer and
to RSVP if you will be attending this event by clicking HERE

Message from the Vice-President

The Strategic Planning Committee has been busy compiling the final proposed
Strategic Plan for review by the entire club.

On Monday, March 14th, the proposed plan document was presented to, and
adopted by, the Executive Committee. There was great energy and much
positive discussion about the plan!  

Please take a moment to review the proposed 3-year strategic plan here.
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At the May 19th business meeting, we will review the plan, and the entire club
membership will vote on the plan. Should you have any questions, please
contact me. I would be happy to discuss any aspect of the plan with you!

Thank you for your support and commitment to this important planning
process! 

Emily Dalton

Committee Reports & Announcements

Conservation

Reminder

April 22 Earth Day
Peach Tree Planting

Tapping Reeve House & Law School
Friday, April 22, 2022

82 South Street
12.00 - 1.00

Grace Yagtug

Floral Design

Floral Design Committee
Wednesday, March 30 at 3:00 pm

Litchfield Community Center

The agenda is as follows: April Design Sweepstakes questions will be
addressed, the preliminary draft of the FD division of the 2023 show presented,
and centerpieces needed for the Federated Garden Clubs of CT luncheon will
be decided. April sweepstakes judging will also be discussed. The specific size
of this sweepstakes is a practice class for the staging that we have for
small designs in our flower shows. That niche is 12" high x 10" wide X 10" deep.
All members are welcome to attend.

April Sweepstakes
"Spring Buds and Blossoms"

You can view the April Sweepstakes description on the LGC website here.
Please Note: Exhibits must be in place at the Magary home between 10:00
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am and 11:00 am on Saturday April 23. No late entries will be accepted. Entry 
cards may be filled out ahead of time or at entry. Feel free to contact me with 
questions at 860-567-8848 or jlaska130@optimum.net. 

Sylvia Abbott

Horticulture

Happy Spring! My daffodils are almost up and I’m hoping that March will have
gone out like a lamb! We had a great sweepstakes at our March meeting at the
LCC. The entries were lovely and I really appreciated everyone’s participation.
Our judge from Greenwich always admires the quality of our entries, and we all
learn from these mini-shows. Click here to view photos of the March entries.

Horticulture and Conservation Seed Workshop
1:30pm, April 28th

at
Diane Stoner's Barn

183 Maple Street

Please join us to learn not only about sowing seeds but also about collecting,
cleaning and how to store them to increase the diversity of your garden. Last
year I had seen a lovely blue aster down the road from me at a rental house. I
collected the seeds and now I can have Aster tataricus in my garden! We will
also demonstrate making seed balls for those that weren’t able to join us the
few years back at Grace’s barn where we prepared seed balls for the Pollinator
garden. We look forward to some educational fun!

Kate Jamison
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Photography

April Walk on the Boardwalk

Let's meet with our cameras at 4:30 pm,
Tuesday April 26 at the entrance to the
boardwalk parking area near the triangle
where Bissell Rd. meets Alain White
Road.  I have had great luck at that time in
seeing herons, redwing blackbirds,
beavers, many native plants just in bloom.

Photography Committee Meeting
Litchfield community Center

May 10th 3:30 pm

SAVE THE DATE for a presentation by Jill Corr, Zone II Photography
Chair.  Jill will cover the details of understanding the schedule of a major GCA
show, defining photography terms in the GCA that are sometimes confusing,
such as the difference between monochromatic and black and white, close-up
versus macro.  She will explain how to label a file in addition to resize photos
for digital submission. Also included is  a video on the best way to frame
shots.  She will then entertain questions and discussion of all things
photography.

May Photography Sweepstakes

We are scheduled for a May Sweepstakes which you can view on the LGC
website here. Having this advance notice will give everyone six weeks to
photograph and celebrate Spring and the annual cycle of renewal.  My
intention for the month is to re-focus on the small, but really not so small,
things in life.

Cathy Oneglia

Projects

Projects Committee Meeting
Tuesday, April 12th at 1pm

Drew Harlow’s home

We will discuss updates re: Center School Second Grade book Read-a-loud
event; North Street urn replacement; plaque replacement at Oliver Wolcott Jr.
(New Jersey) tree on North Street; plantings for the summer season; pruning at
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Community Field and more.   

Looking forward to seeing everyone. Think Spring!

Drew Harlow
Ellen Oneglia

Scholarship

For those members visiting London this summer and fall, be sure to check out
Superbloom. This thrilling display of flowers at the Tower of London marks the
occasion of the Queen’s 70th anniversary on the throne. For more information
about Superbloom click here.

Nancy Rath

From the Communications Desk...

LGC Newsletter Member Profile

Nancy Post
LGC Member Since 1998

When did your interest in
gardening initially blossom?

I have been drawn to flowers since I was
very young. Mother said that when I saw a
flower that I would toddle up to pick it.
When I was about 6 my father designated
a small plot to build my own garden. I
tilled and planted my seeds, mostly
reliables like Marigolds and Zinnias. I was
very pleased with it.

What is your favorite flower and/or tree?

My favorite flower is the Rose. In the Philadelphia area I grew many climbers
and hybrid teas. Here, I find that Knock out, carpet roses and the Explorer
series of climbers are the most reliable.

What is your favorite garden tool?

My favorite gardening tools are my Felco pruners and a razor hoe which Sue
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gave me.

What is your favorite gardening tip or "trick of the trade"?

My favorite gardening advice came from a horticulturist in PA. She said “The
best time to prune is when you have the time and inclination.” I find that very
freeing, even though I may miss a season of bloom.

Who is your favorite "Gardening Guru"? This can be a person, a
favorite book, or any garden-oriented website site you follow on
social media or the internet.

My favorite gardening book is “The Well Tended Perennial Garden” by Tracy
DiSabato-Aust. She has so much insight into when to cut things back to
maintain shape and height, vigor and bloom.

Crystal Carminati

LGC Website

Please visit the Hospitality page, there are many photos of our March
meeting and the flower arranging demonstration by designer Claire Won Kang!

You can also check out the images from the March Sweepstakes on the website
by clicking the Photography and the Horticulture pages. While on the
website, check out the Blog page, as it has several new entries!

All Blog submissions should be sent to me at:
joangyorburgess@gmail.com

Some members have expressed a desire to be notified when a new blog post
appears on the website. If you are one of those who would like to be notified,
please contact me via email by clicking on my name below.

Joan Burgess

In Memorium
Judith Ash

It is with sadness that I report the
passing of Judith Ash. Judith was an
active and loyal member of LGC for
many years. To read Judith's obituary
click here.
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Calendar

Member News and Upcoming Events

Spring is here and so are many programs pertaining to our 
passion for nature and gardening. Please check out the invitations 
to upcoming events below.

NW Conservation District
Earth Day Plant Sale

PRE-ORDER BY APRIL 6th FOR PICK-UP APRIL 
22th/23th!

For details click here.

Olmsted PBS Special

Please join The Fairfield Garden Club and the Fairfield Museum and history
Center on Tuesday, April 19th from 6:00 -8:00 pm at the Sacred Heart
University Community Theater for a free screening of the PBS special,
"Frederick Law Olmsted: Designing America" followed by a lecture by historian
Laurence Cotton. For more information click here.

https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/calendar.html
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ANNUAL MEETING

The Federated Garden Club 93rd Annual Meeting
and Luncheon, will be held on Wednesday,
April 13th at Aqua Turf.

FLOWER SHOW SCHOOL

Also, the FGCCT is pleased to offer the National Garden Clubs, Inc. Flower
Show School, Course I. Registration is open to any Garden Club member.  The
course will at Kellogg Environmental Center in Derby, CT from June 7-9,
2022. Registration must be received by May 15th.

Click here to learn more about both of these events.

Berkshire Botanical Garden
45th Annual "Plants and Answers Sale"

This year’s Plant Sale features hundreds of perennials, annuals and vegetables
with a focus on diversity and nature-based landscaping, a trend toward gardens
that are exuberant and alive, out of the uniform and into something
comfortable, and welcoming to birds, bees and butterflies.

As always, the popular “Ask Me” staff and volunteers will be on hand to
provide expert advice. All proceeds from the Plant Sale support the Garden’s
horticulture and education programs. Garden members receive early buying
privileges and a discount on BBG plant purchases.

Early buying for BBG Members only:
Friday May 6, 9 am - 12 pm.

Hours for the general public:
Friday May 6, 12 pm - 5 pm, Saturday May 7, 9 am - 5 pm.

Admission and parking are free.

For  details click here

Spring Fling w/Kent Russell

If you are looking for a fun evening with the flamboyant celebrity 
gardener, Kent Russell, he will be speaking at a fundraising event 
hosted by the Connecticut Valley Garden Club at the Hartford Golf 
Club on Thursday May 5th from 4:30 - 7:30 p.m.
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