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August 2021

LGC August Meeting

Cocktail Party in the Pollinator Garden
at

The White Memorial Conservation Center
August 19, 2021

4 - 6 p.m.

Please join us for an August evening cocktail party! LGC will provide cocktails
and wine; and the hospitality committee and hostesses will bring light hors’
d’oeuvres. If you would like to BYO small bites, please alert the Hospitality
Chairs when you RSVP to this program. In an effort to keep plastic out of the
landfill, we are asking you to bring your own picnic glasses or preferred
drinking vessels. Spouses/Partners are invited. There will also be a Floral
Design Sweepstakes that will take the form of our picnic table arrangements.
See link for design details in the Floral Design section of this newsletter.

https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/
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Miscellaneous:
Parking is available on the field across the road from the Garden, or you
can park in the lot and walk.
In the event of rain, we will meet in the activity shed. 
More Volunteers/Hostesses are needed for this event. Please see
Hospitality section of this newsletter for ways to sign up.

Click HERE to RSVP to Nan Skeie

Julia Metcalf

Message From The President

It’s August, so let’s catch the last rays of summer. To that end, our new
Program Committee has planned a wonderful outing on August 19th. Come
and enjoy what the Conservation Committee has put into this project. An
evening of pure pleasure, with no weeding involved!

Our Annual Meeting last month thanked Annie Borzilleri and ushered in a new
Board and Committees. Please sign up for the Committee(s) of your choice on
the Clipboard feature of our website. We welcome your involvement and thank
you for enriching our club.

I am so pleased to be your new President and to support the vision of the
pioneering women who preceded me. I stand ready to represent you and to
respond to any questions or concerns you may have. 

Susan Magary

Committee Reports & Announcements

Conservation

Pollinator Garden

Our garden has undergone quite a transformation!
We have widened the path, and now it is obvious
that you walk around the garden, not through it.
The center of the garden under the wild black
cherry trees has been completely cleared of
vegetation, and we have just planted buckwheat
seeds and dwarf nasturtium seeds on the exposed
earth. 

By the time of our August 19th meeting at the garden, we are hoping to see the
beautiful white flowers of the buckwheat with deep red orange nasturtiums

mailto:nbtskeie@gmail.com
mailto:jmetcalf23@mac.com
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/clipboard.html
mailto:susanm@c4.net
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nestled at their feet. We are using willow water as a natural rooting hormone
for the first watering to encourage them to flower early. Let’s see what
happens! 

Thank you everyone for all the weeding and watering - you are wonderful!

For instructions on how to make willow water click Here

Freshly prepared soil under the

wild black cherry trees.

Jamie Fischer, White Memorial

Research Director, planting

buckwheat seeds under the black

wild cherry trees.

Jamie Fischer, White Memorial

Research Director, watering

planted buckwheat seeds with

willow water.

Nesting Boxes

We still have unfilled orders of both
owl nesting boxes and bluebird
nesting boxes. Our supplier,
Washington Supply, is experiencing
shipping delays as are many
businesses, but they hope to have
them in stock again very soon. Thank
you for your patience. If you have not
already done so, please send your
order with checks to Sara Gault, our
treasurer. Bluebird nesting boxes are
$25, and owl nesting boxes are $70
and both are still available.

Grace Yagtug

Floral Design

A huge thank you to Susan Magary, Maryanne McNeil, Emily Dalton, Julia
Metcalf, Sara Gault, Ronnie Schoelzel, Doreen Hampton, and Diane Stoner
who volunteered their time, talent, and flowers to do the centerpieces for our

https://deepgreenpermaculture.com/diy-instructions/home-made-plant-rooting-hormone-willow-water/
mailto:gyagtug@gmail.com
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Annual Meeting Luncheon. Since I was not able to be there, I can only enjoy
the photos posted in our photo gallery which show the talent and generosity of
these ladies, and what beauty they added to the tables and the ambience of the
gathering. Do we have gracious members or what?

Picnicking with the Pollinators

Now, a new, two year sweepstake season, is about
to begin with our first Floral Design Sweepstakes,
"Picnicking With The Pollinators" staged at the
August meeting. As we decided in June, this
sweeps design is one that is suitable for a picnic.
You can view the class theme and schedule here on
the Floral Design Sweeps on our website.

The Floral Design Committee hopes to have good times learning, and
participating, for the benefit of all. Every member of the club is encouraged to
participate in club sweepstakes, so please join us! It's simple. Find a basket and
fill it with something appropriate for a picnic at the pollinator garden!

If there is enough interest, we can have an informal workshop to discuss the
possibilities, the week before the meeting on Wednesday afternoon, August
11th. Let me know if you are interested in doing this! Any and all questions and
comments are welcome. Email or call me at: 860-567-8848. I am here and
eager to help.

Last, but not least, congratulations to our Floral Design Sweepstakes winners
for 2019-2021! The Novice Award was won by Emily Dalton and the Master
Award by Lee Reese. Emily will now enter in the sweepstakes Master classes
and Lee will remain entering in Master classes as this is the second time she
has won this sweepstakes award. Members move on from Master to Emeritus
classes when they have won the Master Award three times. Our only Emeritus
three time winner is Ronnie Schoelzel at this time, but the FD committee chair
is encouraged to exhibit in Emeritus also during the sweepstakes term.

Sylvia Abbott

Horticulture

How fast the summer is going! We are into August, and I’m trying my best to
slow things down. First, I want to take this time to congratulate our
Horticulture award winners once again. Julia Metcalf won the Novice plate,
and she will move on to being a Master in our sweepstakes challenges. She
worked hard submitting as many entries into our sweepstakes as possible.
Nancy Post won our Master plate with her beautiful specimens and has moved
on to Emeritus status.  She is now in the company of the Horticulture greats
Sylvia Abbott and Ronnie Schoelzel! Congratulations to all. If you would like to
see photos of all of the Sweeps award winners click here.

https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/photo-gallery.html
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/design-sweepstakes.html
mailto:jlaska130@optimum.net
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/awards.html
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We have had lots of rain so the plants aren’t terribly heat stressed, but you may
be running into some fungal issues with tomatoes or other vegetables. In
addition, this has been a big year for beetles.  First came the ones I call flea
beetles, and now the hordes of Japanese beetles have arrived.   For the tiny
black flea beetles, I have used a great product called Captain Jack’s Insect
Control with great success.  For the Japanese Beetles, I tend to hand pick them
and then drop them in sudsy water.   If you are lucky enough to have chickens,
they would be happy to eliminate them for you!  

Good garden centers carry controls for these and other pests, including milky
spore for the grubs which will become our next generation of beetles. If you are
interested, I recommend joining the mailing list for Natureworks Garden
Center in Northford, CT which carries all natural products for insect control. 

Monarda fistulosa (Bee balm) and

Echinacea (Purple coneflower)

Pycnanthemum mutatum (Mountain mint)

On a cheerier note, I hope that you have all been enjoying the many butterflies
and bees that have also appeared in our gardens.  I have included a few photos
above. While it seemed to take longer for the hummingbirds to come back to
our feeder, they are everywhere now that my Asclepias, Phlox, Salvia, and
Echinacea are in bloom.  

Lastly, a fungus that Audubon has yet to diagnose, is crippling our bird
population.  It is up to us to make sure that this trend does not continue. If you
have bird baths, please keep them really clean. Also, please be diligent about
keeping your hummingbird feeders clean to prevent black mold as it is very
easy for the sugary sweet mix to get moldy.  I recently discovered a bee who
had died in one of the feeding ports. Death by overload!!  Enjoy yourselves, and
we will see you at the White Memorial Pollinator Garden soon.

Kate Jamison

http://www.natureworks.com/
mailto:krjamison9@gmail.com
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Hospitality

On July 15th, our Annual Meeting Luncheon was held at
the Litchfield Country Club. It was heartwarming to see
so many members in attendance after a year of limited in-
person activities. Photos are up on the Hospitality page of
the website.

We look forward to seeing everyone at the August 19th
Cocktail Party in the Pollinator Garden.

Please Note: We need three more hostesses for this
event. The easiest way to sign up is to click HERE. If you
prefer, you may email either Lee or Nan. Or, you may call Lee at (860) 567-
5417.

Lee Reece and Nan Skeie

Membership

The membership committee is actively seeking new membership
portfolios. The guidelines are clearly spelled out on page 1 of the By-Laws, and
should be reviewed prior to any portfolio submissions. You can email me if you
have any questions.  

Mail all portfolios to: 
Lynne Sherman    
154 Old South Road
Litchfield, CT. 06759

Lynne Sherman

LGC Newsletter

In order to meet the publishing deadline,
content for the LGC Newsletter from the
Executive Committee/Committee Chairs is
due on the 25th of every month.

Please set an alert on your phone and mark it
on your calendars! Thank you!

Crystal Carminati

https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/hospitality.html
https://fs28.formsite.com/wabburg/form1/index.html?1624297811114
mailto:leereese08@gmail.com
mailto:nbtskeie@gmail.com
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/uploads/1/2/5/3/125399743/bylaws_5-30-21final_jgb.pdf
mailto:lynne.sherman@yahoo.com
mailto:crystal.carminati@gmail.com
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Projects and Beautification

Our first P&B committee meeting will be Tuesday,
September 14, 2021 at 10am at Drew's house. All
are welcome.  Please join us since we have lots to
discuss.  Fall plantings of the LGC containers are
being planned for mid- September.

As previously reported, Lynne Sherman and Dale
Ryan will oversee the landscaping of the new Pear
Espalier planted at the West Cemetery
building.  Let’s all watch it grow as we ride by.

Drew Harlow and Ellen Oneglia 

Photography

Our first meeting will be held on Thursday, August 5th, at 5:30pm for Aperitifs
on Bantam Lake.  The address is 9 Marsh Point, in Morris.  Bring your creative
thoughts and ideas for photography committee activities that you would like to
see happen in the coming months.

There will be a photography sweeps in September so keep snapping photos of
your beautiful gardens. Details will follow in coming weeks.

Keep your focus! Cathy Oneglia

From the Communications Desk

Please visit our Website as it is full of information about our club and there are
some great photos!

mailto:dmharlow@gmail.com
mailto:ellenoneglia@aol.com
mailto:coneglia@gmail.com
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There are many wonderful images of our July Annual meeting on the
Hospitality page

The Sweeps Award Winners for 2019-2021 are up on the Awards page.
Congratulations to all!

Our blog page is full of member submissions about their gardens and their
experiences in nature. The Blog page is updated regularly.

We are fortunate to have an active and vibrant club with many monthly
activities, but it can be challenging to keep track of it all. An up-to-date
calendar, that can be used as a reference document, where we can access the
dates and times for all things related to the LGC, including committee
meetings, sweeps, outings etc. would be ideal. However, calendars are only as
reliable as the information added to them, and for it to remain current, and to
become a document that people can count on, I need your support. Please
email me with anything you would like added to the calendar either for the
current month or beyond!

Joan Burgess

Calendar

Member News and Upcoming Events

 Litchfield Garden Club is in the Spotlight

The Litchfield Garden Club is the
"Featured Club" for July & August on

the Federated Garden Clubs of
Connecticut, Inc. website!

Click here to read their report on our
Owl Nesting Boxes and Pollinator and

Rain Garden Projects. Photos
included!

LGC on the GCA site

https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/hospitality.html
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/awards.html
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/blog
mailto:joangyorburgess@gmail.com
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/calendar.html
https://ctgardenclubs.org/club-corner/featured-club/featured-litchfield-garden-club/
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Check out the GCA Zone II
Photo Gallery! Photos from
our Annual Luncheon including
Award Recipients are up on the
GCA Website Click HERE to
view.

LGC Earth Day 2021 is also
featured in the News section of
the GCA site. Click HERE to
view.

An Invitation from
 The Stonington Garden Club

An Evening in the Garden
 

The Children's Garden is in full bloom!

We invite you to join us for a cocktail party!
Farm-fresh hors d'oeuvres from

local restaurants and farms, wine, and a garden-
inspired silent auction.

Friday, August 20, 2021
5:00-7:00

The Rain Date is Saturday, August 21st
Proceeds will benefit the Stonington Garden Club's Community Grant Fund and Donations
to Conservation & Environmental Projects

Click here to order tickets

In Memorium

A memorial service for Ronnie Crook,
an LGC member since 1983 and also
an Emeritus member, will be held on
Sept. 20 at 10:30 am at St. Anthony’s
Church. A reception will be held at
The Litchfield Country Club following
the service.

LGC Website GCA Website FGCCT Website

https://www.gardenclubofoldgreenwich.org/
https://www.gcamerica.org/members/natl-org-zone2
https://www.gcamerica.org/news/get?id=3482
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/an-evening-with-the-stonington-garden-club-in-the-como-childrens-garden-tickets-163076132101
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/
https://www.gcamerica.org/main/message?fw1pk=1
https://ctgardenclubs.org/



