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June 2021

Message from the President

Dear Member,

Happy June! I’ve just returned home from a four day trip to North Carolina, 
and in this short time I can measure the growth of my garden in feet, not just 
inches. Peonies, climbing roses, iris, cimicifuga, hosta, lilium, and allium - all 
out of control! It is, indeed, ‘high season’ for the garden. During this glorious 
month, every plant is truly my favorite. 

You may all recall that pre-pandemic I invited you to share (in proper botanical 
nomenclature!) your favorite perennial - “the one” that you would dig up and 
take with you when you move or that you eagerly anticipate every year. 

While my plan was to share the results at a club meeting with slides of 
everyone’s favorites, covid savagely arrived and changed everything. There 
wasn’t a moment left for creating a presentation once all my family was back 
in residence. 

https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/
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So, I share with you now the wonderful responses I received. Some came with
stories, and some came with pictures: click HERE to view. If you did not send
me your favorite and would still like to share, please feel free to post on the
LGC blog. 

Enjoy this ‘high season’! Stay safe and well,

Annie

 LGC Meeting
PowerPoint Presentation 'Life in the Garden'

by Matthew Benson
About Matthew Benson - click HERE

Matthew is a GCA speaker - learn more

Tapping Reeve Meadow
82 South Street, Litchfield

Under the Tent

June 17, 2021
1:00 p.m.

Click to RSVP to Emily Dalton by June 10th.
Please respond promptly as the Historical Society will be joining us and making plans for seating.

Horticulture and Photography Sweepstakes

Refreshments will be provided by the Hospitality Team

Hostess opportunity! We are looking for 8-10 hostesses to assist with tea sandwiches
and cookies for the upcoming June 17th meeting. Please e-mail Emily by 6/10 to
volunteer. Thank you in advance for stepping up to help with this important effort since it
has been over a year since we have had refreshments provided by our talented members,
and this lovely aspect of our meetings has been sorely missed!

Vice President

The deed is done, and we have newly revised and approved By Laws and a
LGC Policies and Procedures Handbook. The new versions will be posted soon
on the website.

I chaired our first “Live” meeting last week under the Tent at the Community
Center in Annie’s absence. It was a great success, with 34 in attendance for
the short business meeting and a tribute to our members in the form of a
“History Bite” from Victoria Sansing. Wonderful hospitality and photo and hort
sweeps too. Many thanks to all.

Susan Magary

https://files.constantcontact.com/effa5ebc001/53203ce1-f4b2-453b-a838-95c5bfe2aa6a.pdf
http://www.matthewbenson.com/666224/bio/
https://www.gcamerica.org/members:speakers/details/id/363
mailto:emilydalton959@gmail.com
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/sweeps-info--rules.html
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/sweepstakes-info.html
mailto:emilydalton959@gmail.com
mailto:susanm@c4.net


3/9

Treasurer

If you haven’t had an opportunity to review the proposed budget for 2021-
2022 click here. If you have any questions please email Sara Gault. The
budget will be voted on at the annual meeting.

Reminder - if you have not already paid your dues please do so. Annual Dues
for the upcoming fiscal year - July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022 are due in
July. Dues are $175 and may be paid by check or PayPal. Please note if paying
by PayPal, there is an online service charge of $5.50. Thank you.

You may pay your dues by check – click HERE for the mail-in form. If paying
online, click HERE for the link to PayPal.

Sara Gault

Committee Reports & Announcements

Conservation

Our Own Owls - Our members are incredibly generous, having purchased 15
Eastern Screech owl nesting boxes so far. The implications of this small
conservation step are significant. 

The new owl boxes will be installed at various locations in our area. Each owl
pair can have around 5 or 6 babies, which means our efforts have the
potential to create homes for up to 90 new baby owlets! Small steps can make
a big difference. Enjoy the images below.

Grace Yagtug

Crystal Carminati with her new owl
box

A 14-year-old barn owl named
Adonis. He loves his nest box and
lives in it quite cozily, as you can see.

https://files.constantcontact.com/effa5ebc001/ffda0267-3c3f-42e8-8d82-93d37bf39f74.pdf
mailto:sjkgault103@gmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/effa5ebc001/4707502a-c9b3-4c0d-bcdb-a913d18cf4bc.pdf
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/paypal.html
mailto:sjkgault103@gmail.com
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Frank Fontana & Andrew
Becker with their new owl

box

Kate Jamison & Bill Cooke
with their new owl box

Emily Dalton and her new
owl box

Fran Devlin & beloved Daisy
with two new owl boxes

Sylvia & Jay Abbott with
their new owl box

Lee Reese and her new owl
box

Horticulture

We are on a roll! We have met several times in person, and the last meeting at 
the Litchfield Community Center was great! We had a wonderful sweepstakes 
and generous patrons at the plant sale. We made $313.00 for Conservation’s 
Pollinator Garden. Thank you to all those who entered the sweeps; there were 
some lovely specimens. 

Now that we have dusted off our snips and remembered how to print our 
entry forms, we will be ready for another sweeps in June at our next 
meeting. Please look to the Horticulture sweeps page for the classes where 
you can also find the photos and results of our May Sweeps as well. I know 
that we are all getting busier, working in our own gardens, taking garden tours 
and maybe doing some judging too, but I hope to see even more familiar 
names and faces next time.

Kate Jamison

https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/sweeps-info--rules.html
mailto:krjamison9@gmail.com
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Projects and Beautification

The Norfolk Urn, the Trough, and Murphy’s Planter are almost
complete! Please take a few minutes to take a look at these amazing 
arrangements. Please, Please go to our website and sign up for a watering 
schedule. “Partner up” and sign up for 2 weeks. Thank you in advance! Click 
HERE to sign up.

Our committee has donated three Birdhouses to the Litchfield Audubon 
Society. They will be located on Route 254 which is where Boyd Woods is 
located.

The bronze plaques for the plantings at the Community Field (400 daffodils)  
were promised for the end of May, but there is a delay. As soon as I have 
them in my possession, we will place them and have a photo shoot.

And finally, Dale and I have a special gift for Conservation from our 
Committee. It will be revealed after we gather together for a decorating 
session sometime in June. Our date will be emailed.

Lynne Sherman and Dale Ryan

Photography

Congratulations to Doreen Tango Hampton who took a
Photography third place at the Annual GCA Meeting,
“Around the Green.” Nice work, Doreen! Image to the
right.

We had a great turnout for the Smartphone Workshop with
Thaddeus Kubis on May 1. Please know that he is available
for a one on one class with any of us. He was given rave
reviews by participants in the workshop.

Click HERE for details on our June Sweepstakes at the Tapping Reeve 
Meadow.

As our LGC year draws to a close, I invite everyone to join in our Retrospective 
Exhibition in July at our Annual Meeting. Our April Sweepstakes entries for
“Opening Up, Buds and Blooms”, plus the added colorful exhibit of photos, 
showed beautifully at our May Annual Business Meeting. It was a great 
opportunity to catch up with our photographers and hear some new thoughts. 
Click HERE for details on the Retrospective Exhibition, which will be a great 
kickoff to our next two year journey into photography.

It has been a genuine pleasure to chair the LGC Photography Committee 
during this last two year cycle. Thank you for your sustained enthusiasm and 
participation.

Keep your focus! Cathy Oneglia

https://fs28.formsite.com/wabburg/2021-Summer-Season/index.html
mailto:lynne.sherman@yahoo.com
mailto:grryan@gmail.com
http://www.tbkphotos.com/
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/sweepstakes-info.html
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/sweepstakes-info.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/effa5ebc001/6c9f071e-36bb-4069-be11-fa56978f3a28.pdf
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Visiting Gardens

FABULOUS FOUR GARDEN TOUR - Wednesday, June 16th 10-2:00

Stroll through four gardens at your leisure. Open to garden club members,
spouses and friends

Garden of Jim Lamond - 107 Island Trail, Deer Island, Morris
Jim has completely re-done his garden and invites us to see the changes. See
what can be done so successfully in a limited space!

Garden of Frank Fontana- 1747 Turner Road, Thomaston
Park along Turner Road. Pull onto the grass along the road. Garden is in its
fifth spring, designed so you can enter and view it from the road. Start your
tour from where you park, and make sure to walk around to the back of the
house.

Frank welcomes us back to see his garden in its June glory. Frank, the
constant gardener, has much to share with fellow garden club members.

Garden of Bruce and Alexandra Schnitzer - 89 South Street, Litchfield
Park along South Street and enter the property from the driveway.

Honorary members, Bruce and Alexandra, have opened their garden for our
enjoyment. This garden in in the process of being submitted to the
Smithsonian by the Litchfield Garden Club's Garden History & Design
Committee.

Garden of Glen Hillman - 179 North Street, Litchfield
Park along North Street. Enter at the front gate and go left to enter the
garden.

Glen has graciously invited us to see his garden, which has been featured in a
national garden magazine, noting it as an “English Garden in the United
States”. The garden will be open through the Garden Conservancy in 2022.

Enjoy the gardens, and bring a lunch to picnic at White Memorial. While there,
check out Litchfield Garden Club’s rain and pollinator gardens.

Carpooling is suggested. Any questions call Nancy Post at 860-567-8475 

Nancy Post

mailto:npost1126@gmail.com
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From the Communications Desk

Please note - Diane Stoner has a new email address:
stonerdiane627@gmail.com

Visit our Hospitality Web-page and see images of our in-person meeting! First 
in over a year. Visit our Calendar Web-Page for upcoming dates of LGC and 
other garden events.

Blog Posts: How and what to post? Take a look at what has been posted 
already, and that may spark a thought. Entries are up to approx 200 words. 
Send your image(s), article and article title to Joan Burgess for posting

LGC Conservation Invitation to 
‘Hiding in Plain Sight’ 

Native Plants and Their Invasive Look A-likes

Thursday, June 10, 2021 
10am - 11am

Pollinator Garden at White Memorial

Member News and Upcoming Events

mailto:stonerdiane627@gmail.com
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/hospitality.html
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/calendar.html
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/members-blog-page
mailto:wabburg@optonline.net
mailto:wabburg@optonline.net
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Join us at the Pollinator Garden with Jamie Fischer, Research Director at White
Memorial, who will demonstrate how to distinguish between native plants and
invasive species that look very similar. Some native species have an invasive
twin, and it can be deceptively difficult to determine who is hiding in plain
sight. 

Learn about these sneaky species and how to differentiate them from their
native look-alikes. 

Looking forward to seeing you there! xxxxxx Grace Yagtug

The GCA virtual flower show, “Around the Green,” has been produced as a
component of the GCA’s 2021 Annual Meeting. It is open to the public through
September 30, 2021. GCA welcomes curious visitors — look and learn!

Visit the GCA Flower Show Home Page
Explore the GCA Virtual Show
Visit the Winner's Circle
Check out Behind the Scenes

Bee Fun Factoids:
- Bees are responsible for pollinating 1 in every
3 bites of our food.
- The average honey bee will actually make only
one-twelfth of a teaspoon of honey in its lifetime.
- Honey bees produce beeswax from eight
paired glands on the underside of their
abdomen.
- And the Honey bee's wings stroke 11,400
times per minute, thus making their distinctive
buzz.

https://www.gardenclubofoldgreenwich.org/
https://flowershow.gcamerica.org/
https://flowershow.gcamerica.org/explore-the-show
https://flowershow.gcamerica.org/winners
https://flowershow.gcamerica.org/behind-the-scenes
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LGC Website GCA Website FGCCT Website

Conservation GH&D Projects Hospitality Photography

Litchfield Garden Club | PO Box 848, Litchfield CT 06759
litchfieldgclub@gmail.com

Litchfield Garden Club | P.O. Box 848, Litchfield, CT 06759
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