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October 2022

Message From The President

Last month was a sorrowful one for our club. We lost an irreplaceable
member  with Ronnie Schoelzel’s death. In response to our Memorial Notice,
many tributes to her have been posted including Sue Kennedy’s magnificent
orchid photo on the LGC blog page HERE. The Memorial Notice was
published by the GCA website and is available for viewing on the Zone II
landing page HERE. Adding to the sadness of the month, we mourn the loss of
Ronni Anderson’s husband Todd, a respected local radiologist. Our hearts go
out to the Anderson and Schoelzel families.

We thank the Program Committee for engaging a delightful speaker in
September. Arabella Dane, a noted photography judge and expert, regaled us

https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/blog
https://www.gcamerica.org/members:news/get/id/3962
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with her talk on “How to Take a Good Photo.” As advertised, she was
knowledgeable and witty. In addition, she personalized her presentation by
critiquing members’ photos, which she did in a kind and helpful manner. We
all learned a lot and had a fun time. The event also featured an impressive Hort
sweeps, and a beautiful morning tea.

For those of you who attended this meeting, you noticed that we are now
keeping track of attendance with a sign-in sheet. This will help us in the future
with planning specific programs based on interest levels; and also will aid in
keeping members invested in our programs. We are constantly striving for
ways to increase member participation at our meetings, and to offer programs
of interest to all. Coming up on October 20 is Jamie Fischer’s talk on
iridescence at the White Memorial Museum’s Ceder Room. This is a not to be
missed event! There will also be a Floral Design sweeps at this meeting -- a
good opportunity to hone your artistry in preparation for the Flower Show next
June. You can sign up now for Floral Design, Hort, and Photography classes at
the Show HERE.

This month brings the Annual Awards Meeting and Luncheon of the Federated
Garden Clubs of CT Inc. on Wednesday, October 26, 2023. Information on the
luncheon is included HERE. LGC will be receiving a special award for our
Newsletter, and Crystal and I plan to attend and accept this honor. If anyone
else would like to go, please register by using the link above by October 16. Let
me know if you’re going, and we can carpool if convenient. 

Lastly, the FGCCT website password has changed. Please check your email as a
message was sent out last week that explains all the details.

Susan Magary

October 2022 Meeting Notice

https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/lgc-flower-show-2023.html
https://ctgardenclubs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/93rd_award_meeting_luncheon_flyer_rev20220719.pdf
mailto:susanm@c4.net
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This is an Open Meeting:
October 20, 2022

10.00am
White Memorial Conservation Center

Museum Ceder Room
Live with Zoom Option (see link below)

October Sweepstakes: Floral Design

Guest Speaker: James Fischer, WMCC Research Director
Color My World with Flashes of Light! 

James Fischer, WMCC Research Director, will present a stunning, image filled 
program illustrating  the science of iridescence and its biological function with 
a variety of species including plants, birds, insects, reptiles, and many more.  

Iridescence is observed from objects that show luminous colors which seem to 
change when seen from different angles.  It is a common light phenomena 
observed from everyday materials that enhances the luster of minerals or 
paints.  We will learn how this phenomena functions in the biological world.

It's important to RSVP, so click HERE to email Nan Skeie.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85843127213?
pwd=ZkZNM3B2Z2F5cnBhSTkrN1RUMGsxUT09

Meeting ID: 858 4312 7213 
Passcode: 114910
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,85843127213#,,,,*114910# US (Chicago)
+16465588656,,85843127213#,,,,*114910# US (New York)

Dial by your location

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 646 931 3860 US
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 309 205 3325 US

Meeting ID: 858 4312 7213
Passcode: 114910
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kc1j78Osnt

Committee Reports & Announcements

mailto:nbtskeie@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85843127213?pwd=ZkZNM3B2Z2F5cnBhSTkrN1RUMGsxUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kc1j78Osnt


4/11

Conservation

The White Memorial Nature Day was a great success! Many children brought
their colored pollinator creatures - bees, butterflies, and birds to our Pollinator
Garden and placed them in the blooming asters. A successful day was had by
all! 

 Grace Yagtug

Floral Design

Floral Design Sweepstakes
Thursday, October 20th

"Cascading Into Autumn"

The first Floral Design sweepstakes of the year is scheduled for the October
meeting. Entries must be placed between 9:00-9:30 am, prior to the coffee/tea
and before the 10am meeting at the Ceder Room at White Memorial. Click
HERE for details about this Sweeps.

The Floral Design Committee met on September 28 to plan for the upcoming
year's sweepstakes. We decided on the following sweepstakes:

October: "Cascading Into Autumn"- a cascade design
December: "Holiday Winter Swag"- front door decoration
May: "Sunshine Versus Rain - Two Sided Design

Changes were noted for the 2023 Flower Show Chairs due to the sorrowful
passing of the show Horticulture Chair, Ronnie Schoezel. Joan will update the
schedule on the GCA and LGC website.

mailto:gyagtug@gmail.com
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/design-sweepstakes.html
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Members are encouraged to register for the design and photography classes at
this time, before the show opens to registration from other GCA clubs in
October. You can register HERE.

The Flower Show Committee Chairmen for A Tapestry of Nature Flower
Show will be having a meeting in late October to organize the time frame and
responsibilities which will need to be covered.

At the Zone II Club Floral Design Chairmen Zoom meeting on Friday 9/23 we
received rave reviews on our flower show schedule and graphics. People are
looking forward to participating with us next June. Hortulus, (Greenwich) will
be having a show in September of 2023.

Federated Garden Clubs of CT
Flower Show School Course II

Kellogg Environmental Center, Derby CT
October 12-14

The Federated Garden Clubs of CT are sponsoring Course II of Flower Show
School. Participants will learn about organizing a flower show, and judging and
presenting table classes (Wednesday), plus horticulture classes with Cathy
Felton, an excellent NGC and GCA horticulture judge (Thursday). Members are
encouraged to attend one or both days or all three and take the exam Friday
towards becoming a judge. Register via the Federated Garden Clubs of CT
website by clicking HERE. You can check with Polly Brooks who will be there
learning along with you, or feel free to reach out to me with any questions.

Sylvia Abbott

Horticulture

Two year old meadow under solar field, Arnold Arboretum

Shirley Meneice
Horticulture Conference

I just returned from an amazing trip
to the GCA Shirley Meneice
Horticulture Conference and the
Arnold Arboretum outside of Boston.
It's not like I haven’t toured
horticultural centers and lovely
gardens before but my mind was
blown!

It was orchestrated in such a way that
not only my mind, but also my senses
were full with all of the incredible
information that I learned.

https://files.constantcontact.com/effa5ebc001/1650dfaa-4bd9-43c3-90b8-25b303196fc6.pdf?rdr=true
https://ctgardenclubs.org/education/schools/flower-show-school-2/
mailto:jlaska130@optimum.net
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I must recommend that if anyone is offered the chance to go to one of these
meetings do not say NO! You can read my trip report HERE.

Thank you to all those that entered our horticulture sweepstakes at the September
meeting. It was a great turnout, and we had many compliments from the members
of other clubs that were visiting for Arabella Dane’s photography lecture. 

Horticulture Meeting
October 14th at 2pm
Sylvia Abbott's home

130 Norfolk Rd.

I invite our horticulture committee, and anyone else who is interested in joining our
ranks to attend this meeting. Please RSVP first by clicking on my name below. We
will be discussing our upcoming year and activities.

Kate Jamison

Membership

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

My committee is looking for candidates for our provisional program. The
guidelines on this topic are clearly spelled out in our ByLaws, so please review
them prior to submission by clicking HERE. Please remember that these
candidates should not know that they are being proposed!

I need three supporting letters mailed to me or placed in my mailbox by the
January 15th deadline. My address is:

Lynne Sherman
154 Old South Road
Litchfield, CT. 06759

If you have any questions, please email me at lynne.sherman@yahoo.com or
just click on my name below.

Lynne Sherman

Photography

https://files.constantcontact.com/effa5ebc001/6fe2b08a-f1ee-4fda-af00-eaf486d9786f.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:krjamison9@gmail.com
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/uploads/1/2/5/3/125399743/bylaws_5-30-21final_jgb.pdf
mailto:lynne.sherman@yahoo.com
mailto:lynne.sherman@yahoo.com
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Photo Credit: C. Oneglia, "Patterns in Nature"

The photo shoot at March Farms on September 9th, took place on a beautiful
morning. We were excited to be welcomed by Mrs. March to her beautiful fields
and orchards in search of patterns in the landscape.  I couldn’t resist this corn
and hay scene in a nearby field.

The LGC Photography Committee held our first meeting on September 6 and
focused on the upcoming year. We discussed what would we like to accomplish
and learn, where would we like to go to shoot as a group and where should we
print our work?  We also voted to NOT hold a Sweepstakes in
October.  However, we will hold a Bench Show and Sweepstakes in December
where we will show our images on our boards so we can see how our entries
will look for our upcoming flower show next June. To view Classes for this
sweeps click HERE.

Last month, we welcomed Arabella Dane who shared iPhone and Lightroom
tips and offered enlightening critique and commentary about each of our
entries in the September Sweepstakes.  She recommends mPix as the printer of
choice.  The mPix company is completely online and easy to use.

Ripley Conservancy Update: Unfortunately, the Ripley Conservancy ponds
will not be fully healed by September 30.  We have rescheduled the photo shoot
for the morning of Thursday, October 27, at 8:30 a.m.

Save the Date: 
Tuesday November 8th

Yale University Art Gallery
Photographer Fazal Sheikh: "Exposures"

Docent Tour 1:30pm

Mr. Sheikh has been documenting the story of individuals and communities
displaced by conflict and environmental change.

We will travel to New Haven as a group. There are many ideas for abstract
patterns (Think Tapestry of Nature schedule), as well as his individual
portraits and landscapes. There is a good place to have lunch before the tour
nearby at Maison Mathis. Please RSVP/ASAP by clicking on my name below.

https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/sweepstakes-info.html
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LGC Flower Show 2023
Photography Classes

Please consider entering the Photography Classes in our upcoming GCA Flower
Show, “A Tapestry of Nature“.   Registration is open to our members
exclusively thru November 14. Zone II members can enter beginning
November 15 and then all of GCA members on January 15, 2023.  

If you choose a class and would like help and guidance in achieving your goal,
please let me know and we can find tutorials, history and critique and practice
shooting together either as a committee or in small groups. To register click
HERE.

Cathy Oneglia

From the Communications Desk...

LGC Member Profile 
Crystal Carminati
LGC Member Since: 2020

When did your interest in gardening 
initially blossom?

Growing up we always had a vegetable garden that we planted as a family on 
Memorial Day weekend. It was a tradition I always looked forward to and a 
great memory. The plantings were the usual suspects ... tomatoes, eggplant, 
zucchini, basil, and of course a variety of hot peppers.  My grandfather was a 
great cook and I loved his zucchini flower creatoins.

https://files.constantcontact.com/effa5ebc001/948508da-fed0-4f17-b351-bd1674b3857f.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:coneglia@gmail.com
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 What is your favorite flower and/or tree?

Geraniums. The heat made them impossible to grow in Texas so I've been
surrounding myself with them now that I am back home in the NE. I especially
adore the ones with decorative leaves. I also love everything about birch trees,
their bark, how they flutter in the light...perfection.

What is your favorite garden tool?

My hori hori knife is by far my favorite all around garden tool. I also love the
simple design and functionality of my Helen Chen scissors and I use them all
the time.

What is your favorite gardening tip or "trick of the trade?"

Benign neglect can be a good thing when it comes to indoor plants. My sister
is a fabulous gardener and can grow most anything and she always tells me to
water less and to let some things "just be".

Who is your favorite "Gardening Guru?" This can be a person, a
favorite book, or any garden-oriented website site you follow on

social media or the internet.

I've been a big fan of Margaret Roach for a long time. She is a practical
gardener and her book, "A Way to Garden" is one of my favorites. Her weekly
New York Times column and her newsletter are always so informative,
especially her "monthly chores" list. She lives and gardens in our plant
hardiness zone, so her suggestions are very relevant to our own gardens. On
Instagram I follow #houseplantjournal, the guy is a wizard with his plants and
he focuses on light requirements, #floretflower, is a small but mighty flower
farmer in Washington State who often has short video courses, and
#jensjakobsenfloralconstruction is a quirky Danish florist that lives in London.
His work is very whimsical, original and quite beautiful.
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NOTE: I'm forced to profile myself as I completely forgot to recruit someone to be profiled this month!

Crystal Carminati

LGC Website

The Horticulture Sweeps from September are posted - Visit the Hort Sweeps
page.

While on the website, check out the Blog page, as it has several new entries!

All Blog submissions should be sent to me at:
joangyorburgess@gmail.com

If you have any updates or changes to your profile (address, phone
number or email) please let me know so I can make the change in our
Membership Directory.

Some members have expressed a desire to be notified when a new blog post
appears on the website. If you are one of those who would like to be notified,
please contact me via email by clicking on my name below.

Joan Burgess

Scroll down for 
Member News and Upcoming Events

mailto:crystal.carminati@gmail.com
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/sweeps-info--rules.html
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/blog
mailto:joangyorburgess@gmail.com
mailto:joangyorburgess@gmail.com
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Scarecrows in the Meadows

The Litchfield Historical Society's "Scarecrows in the Meadows," a
community event celebrating the end of the harvest season, is taking
place again this year!

Jen Abbott Tillou, Jessica Travelstead and Sarah Worden will be the
creative team designing a scarecrow entry to represent the LGC.

The scarecrows will be on display from October 15th – October 31st in
the Tapping Reeve Meadow. Remember that that visitors get to vote on
their favorite scarecrow, so let's all get over there to support this super
talented trio of LGC members.

Thank you Jen, Jess and Sarah for volunteering to represent the LGC at
this event. We can't wait to see what you create! 🎃🎃🎃

Crystal Carminati

LGC Website GCA Website FGCCT Website

Conservation GH&D Projects Hospitality Photography

Litchfield Garden Club | P.O. Box 848, Litchfield, CT 06759
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mailto:crystal.carminati@gmail.com
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/
https://www.gcamerica.org/main/message?fw1pk=1
https://ctgardenclubs.org/
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/conservation.html
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/garden-history--design.html
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/communitycivic-projects.html
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/hospitality.html
https://www.litchfieldgardenclub.org/photography.html
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
mailto:susanm@c4.net



