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Legislation

 280 people 
40 states
199 clubs

17,500 members



GCA - 100 yrs of 
Action 

The importance of Advocacy:

A core mission of the GCA is to “ Restore, 
Improve and Protect the environment “.

These position papers have been 
developed to fulfill the mission of GCA. 
Using the power of our numbers WE can 
be influential on pending legislation 

REMEMBER- We represent a constituency 
that VOTES! And that is why our 
congressman pay attention to us. 

GCA - Position Papers 
on public policy issues 

• Agriculture, Soil, Seed Diversity, and Food 
Security

• Clean Air

• Climate Change 

• Land Conservation

• Native Plants

• Oceans

• Transportation & Infrastructure

• Waste Management

• Water



NAL - Day 1 - Education Day



NAL - Day 2 - Capitol Hill 
Day

Ali Zaidi

Mr. Zaidi serves as Assistant to 
the President and National 
Climate Advisor leading the 
White House Climate Policy 

Office.

Senator Mazie K. Hirono 
(D-HIHirono is a leading 
champion for women’s 
rights and reproductive 

freedom, voting and civil 
rights,

Congresswoman Dingell is a member of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee and the Natural Resources 

Committee, Dingell also plays a major role in leading 
the fight against PFAS by spear-heading the PFAS 

Action Act with Republican colleague Rep. Fred Upton. 
Dingell continued her husband John’s work to open the 

Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge. 

Senator Edward Markey (D-MA Markey co-
authored the Waxman-Markey bill, the only 
comprehensive climate legislation ever to 

pass a chamber of Congress - 
demonstrating to the world that the United 

States was serious about addressing 
climate change.

Kathleen Biggins
 

The founder and president of C-Change 
Conversations, Kathleen Biggins sought to bridge 

the political divide over climate change. By helping 
community members understand how climate 
change will impact them personally and the 

urgency to address it, 

Sheldon Whitehouse has 
been at the center of 

bipartisan efforts to pass 
laws overhauling federal 

education policy, rebuilding 
our nation’s infrastructure, 
reforming the criminal and 
juvenile justice systems, 

protecting Americans from 
toxic chemicals in everyday 
products, and addressing 

ocean plastic waste. 

Garret Graves is proud to 
represent nearly 800,000 

people across south Louisiana 
including the Baton Rouge 

capitol region, and both sides 
of the mighty Mississippi.



NAL - Day 2 - Capitol Hill 
Day



NAL - Day 3 - Advocacy Day . 
In person appointments with our legislators 

Senator Richard 
Blumenthal
Senator Chris Murphy
Congressman Jim Himes







The Break Free From Plastic 
Pollution Act 

The “Break Free from Plastics” bill
(co-sponsored by our own Sen. Blumenthal).  

Its purpose is
 
· to prevent plastic pollution from entering into animal and human food 
chains and waterways.

· To make PRODUCERS of plastic products responsible for the end-life of 
the products, after consumer use (incl. collecting, managing, recycling).



Risee Act

The RISEE ( Reinvesting In Shoreline Economies
and Ecosystems) Act ( H.R. 913 / S. 373) reintroduced
by Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) and Representative 
Lizzie Fletcher (D-TX),
establishes dedicated funding, 
including certain offshore wind, oil and gas
revenues, for coastal infrastructure and resiliency 
work to protect communities and businesses most 
impacted by sea level rise and coastal erosion.



Reduce Act

Graphics taken from NYTimes

The Reduce Act creates an excise 
tax in Virgin plastic resins and a 
per pound fee on sales of resins for 
single use plastics.



And what now????



Continue to communicate with our 
congressional representatives!  

They will understand our concerns
 if they hear from us!
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