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Smithsonian Gardens 

Archives of American Gardens 
 

Quarterly Report for October - December, 2016 
for the Garden Club of America’s Garden History and Design Committee 

 
Smithsonian Institution Staff 

● Barbara Faust, Director, Smithsonian Gardens (SG), Smithsonian Facilities (SF) 

● Cindy Brown, Manager, Horticulture Collections Management and Education branch 

(HCME) 

● Paula Healy      }  

● Joyce Connolly } Museum Specialists, SG, AAG 

● Kelly Crawford }  

● Sarah Hedean, Living Collections Manager, SG 
 

Mission Statement 
 

The Archives of American Gardens (AAG) collects, preserves and provides access to visual 

resources that document the history of gardens in America as well as the work of select 

landscape practitioners, and documents the activities and collections of the Smithsonian 

Gardens. 
 

AAG’s mission is to collect and make available for research use unique, high-quality 

images of and documentation relating to a wide variety of cultivated gardens throughout 

the United States that are not documented elsewhere since historic, designed, and 

cultural landscapes are subject to change, loss, and destruction.  In this way, AAG strives 

to preserve and highlight a meaningful compendium of significant aspects of gardening 

in the United States so that America’s rich garden heritage can be better understood, 

appreciated, and enjoyed today and in the future. 
 

AAG’s Newest Acquisition 
 

AAG recently received an exciting donation of records relating to the W. Atlee Burpee & 

Company, once the world’s largest mail order seed company.  Over 150 boxes of 

business records, publications, and photographic images generated by or related to the 

Burpee Company dating from the 1880s to the 1970s document the workings of the firm 

and its many efforts to market its wares to gardeners across the globe. 

 

The materials, ranging from correspondence and office ledgers to seed catalogs and ad 

mock-ups, join the Burpee Collection that was donated to the Smithsonian in the 1980s.  

Together, these records document a firm closely attuned to the marketplace.  The Burpee 

Company trialed countless vegetable and flower varieties at its various farms in order to 

produce plants having hardy, colorful, tasty, or aromatic characteristics that appealed to a 

broad range of gardeners.   

 

 

http://gardens.si.edu/collections-research/aag-burpee-collection.html
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The newly donated Burpee Company records includes hundreds of thousands of pages. Each box has the 

potential to yield any number of discoveries and insights.  To help aid in their long-term preservation, the 

Burpee files will need to be surface cleaned and rehoused in archival folders. AAG hopes to secure a grant 

to hire contractors to process this collection.   
 

The newly received Burpee records will need a lot of attention before they can be made 

readily available for researchers. Rehousing the collection is just one step; a finding aid 

will also need to be created to serve as a roadmap so AAG staff and researchers know 

what’s in the collection.   
 

Upcoming Smithsonian Libraries/AAG Exhibit  
 

Kelly Crawford and Joyce Connolly are 

seeing to the last of the seemingly endless 

details associated with the upcoming 

Cultivating America’s Gardens exhibit 

that surveys the motivations for gardening 

in America from colonial times to the 

present.  The exhibit is a collaboration 

between Smithsonian Gardens and 

Smithsonian Libraries and showcases 

numerous holdings from both these 

repositories. Images from the GCA 

Collection will be included in several 

sections of the exhibit. It will open at the 

end of April 2017 at the National Museum 

of American History and run through 

August 2018. 
 
This historic trade card from Smithsonian 

Gardens’ Horticultural Artifacts Collection will be 

featured in the upcoming Cultivating America’s 

Gardens exhibit. 
 

 
 

American Garden Legacy Traveling Exhibition 
 

The Smithsonian American Garden Legacy exhibit, Patios, Pools, & the Invention of the 

American Backyard, is slated to move to the Cape Fear Museum in Wilmington, NC next 

March.  Information about the traveling exhibit and how to bring it to your local public 

http://library.si.edu/exhibition/cultivating-americas-gardens


 3 

garden, museum or historical society can be found on the Smithsonian Institution 

Traveling Exhibition Service website.  

 

Cataloging Contract 
 

Part-time contractor Darika Chanachote continues to enter and correct catalog records in 

the online catalog, including images from the GCA Collection.  
 

Outreach Tools for the GHD Committee  
 

Please take full advantage of the many AAG PowerPoint presentations available on the 

GHD webpage including presentations on documenting gardens for AAG, photographing 

gardens for the GCA Collection, the Smithsonian American Garden Legacy exhibitions, 

etc., as well as the semi-monthly GHD ‘One Minute Reports’ that AAG emails you.  We 

rely on you to alert your GHD club Reps to these resources and hope they will have an 

opportunity to present one or more of these programs to their clubs in order to highlight 

the critical importance of the GCA Collection.  Several of the presentations are perfect 

for GHD Committee workshops. 
 

Mystery Gardens and Hidden Gardens  
 

You’ll find plenty of Mystery Gardens (i.e. unidentified gardens) on AAG’s web page. In 

addition to Mystery Gardens, AAG includes hundreds of Hidden Gardens: early GCA 

garden submissions from the late 1980s and early 1990s that lack basic descriptive 

information and AAG releases that would enable them to be made readily available in 

SIRIS.  (Hidden Gardens are labelled ‘Untitled Gardens’ in the geographic list of gardens 

in the GCA Collection that you received from AAG when you started at a GHD Zone Rep.) 
  

AAG needs help with both of these types of gardens!  Encourage your clubs to visit    

AAG’s Mystery Gardens webpage if they haven’t already to see if anyone can identify any 

of the historic and contemporary gardens on these pages.  Without an identification, these 

gardens lack a great deal of informational value.  Please be sure to contact AAG if you can 

identify any of the gardens on this site.   
 

 
 

As for the Hidden Gardens, please let AAG know if you have clubs in your zone that may 

be interested in following up on gardens in their area that lack basic descriptive 

information—it is especially critical to address these gardens since many were part of the 

This Mystery Garden, featured in the last 

AAG Quarterly Report, was identified by a 

member of the Garden Club of 

Morristown!  It is ‘Creek House’ in 

Lebanon, NJ. An identification like this is 

invaluable for future researchers and adds 

much informational value to the image.   

http://www.sites.si.edu/exhibitions/exhibits/americanBackyards/index.htm
http://www.sites.si.edu/exhibitions/exhibits/americanBackyards/index.htm
http://gardens.si.edu/collections-research/mystery-gardens-initiative.html
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GCA’s original donation to the Smithsonian in 1992.  ANY information that can be 

provided about any of these gardens (many of which date from the 1960s to the 1980s) will 

help to rescue their story before they sink into anonymity.  We especially need help with 

numerous gardens in New Jersey, New York, and Connecticut!  Please note that Hidden 

Gardens are not available for searching in SIRIS. AAG is happy to supply a list of relevant 

identified-but-lacking-information Hidden Gardens to interested clubs to get the process 

started.   
 

Smithsonian Institution Research Information System (SIRIS) and 

Collections Search Center (CSC) 
 

Looking for inspiration? Or the perfect image for a PowerPoint presentation?  You can 

search thousands of garden images from the GCA Collection at www.siris.si.edu.  This 

site features over 1.8 million catalog records highlighting just a small cross section of 

Smithsonian collection assets.  Although AAG accounts for less than 2% of that total 

(just over 35,000 catalog records), AAG collections garner over a quarter of a million 

search hits each year!   

 

On average, it takes approximately 4-6 months after a garden is accessioned into the 

GCA Collection for it to be cataloged and searchable in SIRIS.  Thank you for letting 

your clubs know of this timeframe and for everyone’s patience—the wait is well worth it.   

 

 
 

If you are working on a ‘Featured Garden’ 

for the GHD webpage, please be sure to 

choose one that is already available on 

SIRIS.  You will have easy online access 

to a description of the garden and images 

from this site.   

 

Do not hesitate to contact any one of us at 

AAG if you need help with navigating the 

SIRIS search screens, whether it be for the 

first time or for pointers on how to refine 

searches to pinpoint just what

you are looking for (e.g. parterres in Pennsylvania).  We are here to help.  Also, please 

contact us if you ever find errors in any of AAG’s catalog records in SIRIS.  We 

welcome your help in ensuring that AAG’s records are as accurate as they can be.   
 

Smithsonian Collections Blog 
 

AAG is one of several Smithsonian archives that regularly contribute to the Smithsonian 

Collections Blog.  The blog highlights a wide variety of archival holdings at the Smithsonian.  

You’ll be amazed at the stories behind some of the Smithsonian collections.  To see AAG’s 

blogs, go to the ‘Browse by Topic’ section in the right hand column and click on Gardens.  

The direct link is http://si-siris.blogspot.com/search/label/Gardens .  
 

Research  
 

AAG received a total of 46 requests for information from October 1 – December 31.  

Eleven of the requests involved holdings in the GCA Collection.  Of particular note are 

http://www.siris.si.edu/
http://si-siris.blogspot.com/
http://si-siris.blogspot.com/
http://si-siris.blogspot.com/search/label/Gardens
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queries we received from a writer working on a biography; a fellow researching WWII-

era Victory Gardens; garden owners wishing to update documentation for their garden in 

the Archives; a researcher requesting historic image for interpretive trail signs; 

researchers requesting garden images for scholarly articles; and Smithsonian Gardens 

horticulturists developing horticultural exhibits.   
 

In addition, AAG staff handled a number of inquiries from GCA members and GHD 

Zone Reps, many of them asking questions about the garden documentation process and 

the AAG Digital Submission Policy.  Other queries and image requests came from GCA 

members writing articles for the GCA Bulletin or their club newsletters; putting together 

presentations, reports, award nominations, or GHD exhibits for club or zone meetings; 

generating a new ‘Featured Garden’ entry for the GHD Committee’s webpage; compiling 

histories of their clubs; following up on Mystery and Hidden Gardens; needing help with 

searching SIRIS; making sure that a public space is eligible for inclusion in the AAG; or 

requesting AAG brochures for workshops or lists of gardens in their area that are 

included in AAG.   
 

Don’t ever hesitate to contact AAG staff with any questions (including whether a 

particular garden might be a good candidate for documentation) or requests for brochures 

or geographic lists of gardens in the AAG, etc.--we are always happy to help. 

 

This past quarter, gardens in the GCA Collection were featured in the following: 

- A historic glass lantern slide was featured in a Smithsonian blog on flowery 

connections to the classic movie, The Wizard of Oz (hint: poppies)  

 

We will be sure to alert you to any other publications or online mentions that refer to or 

use images from the GCA Collection.  Thank you for letting us know of any you come 

across as well—it is a huge help as we don’t always know where GCA Collection images 

will appear.  Please remind your clubs to let us know if they wish to use any AAG images 

in lectures, newsletters, exhibits, etc.  This enables us to track how the collection is being 

used and by whom which helps to justify our operation to Smithsonian management.   
 

Outreach 
 

The most recent issue of the GCA 

Bulletin featured an article on 

Smithsonian Gardens and its many 

components ranging from grounds 

management and greenhouse operations 

to internships and the Archives of 

American Gardens.  Thank you to the 

GCA Bulletin editors and former GHD 

Chair Cynthia Rubin for making this 

possible!  We greatly appreciate the 

opportunity to educate so many GCA 

members about Smithsonian Gardens 

and its long collaborative relationship 

with the GCA.  
 

 

 

http://americanhistory.si.edu/blog/dorothys-own-backyard
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Cindy gave a presentation to The Stamford Garden Club in Connecticut in October and 
the Dolley Madison Garden Club in Virginia in November on documenting gardens for 

the GCA Collection.  

 

Cindy led a Smithsonian Associates tour 

of Monticello in October which focused 

on the gardens there and Thomas 

Jefferson’s legacy as an avid gardener.     

 

 
Historic hand-tinted lantern slide of Monticello 

from the GCA Collection at AAG, c. 1920s. 
 

 

GCA Garden Submission Statistics for October - December 2016 
 

Thank you for the garden submissions that you send to AAG throughout the year for the 

GCA Collection.  Remember, you don’t have to wait for a GHD meeting to submit 

documentation to AAG, but you should hang onto or make a copy of a submission if you 

want to present it at a GHD meeting.  We’re grateful to each and every GCA volunteer 

for the time, effort, and dedication that goes into documenting the gardens that are 

submitted to the AAG.  It’s especially great to get submission from clubs we haven’t 

heard from in a while!  Each submission adds to the GCA Collection and captures 

today’s garden history for future generations.   
 

The following submissions came from these GCA Zones this past quarter: 
 

 Zone I: 3 gardens 

 Zone II: 2 gardens   

Zone III: -- 

 Zone IV: -- 

Zone V: 4 gardens 

 Zone VI: -- 

 Zone VII: -- 

 Zone VIII: -- 

 Zone IX: --  

 Zone X: -- 

 Zone XI: -- 

Zone XII: 1 garden 
 

A special thank you to those clubs that documented gardens for the GCA Collection this 

past quarter… 

 Zone I: GC of Dublin; Piscataqua GC; Worcester GC 

 Zone II: Litchfield GC; South County GC  

Zone V: Carrie T. Watson GC; Wissahickon GC 

 Zone XII: Portland GC 
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Looking ahead to the next quarter, January - March 2017 
 

1. In February, Smithsonian Gardens hosts the GCA’s National Affairs & Legislation 

Committee during NAL’s annual meeting in D.C. for a luncheon, tour of the SG 

Orchid Collection, and presentations on SG’s collections and education programs.  

 

2. GHD spring meeting in Scottsdale, AZ, March 13-15. 

 

3. Cultivating America’s Gardens exhibit opens at the National Museum of American 

History in April.  

 

4. AAG staff continues to work with researchers, address reference requests, and 

process incoming reproduction orders and publication requests. 

 

 


